When can your child stop
using a booster seat?
Parents:  perform this test on your child in your vehicle…

· First, sit your child all the way
back against the vehicle seat

Then answer the following 

questions:

1. Does your child’s knees bend
comfortably at the edge of the 

vehicle’s seat?

2. Is the lap belt snug across the hips (not on the stomach)? 
3. Is the shoulder belt centered on the shoulder and chest?
If NO is the answer to any question,


Then: Boost Your Kid Up!

If YES is the answer to ALL questions,

Then: Your child can use the vehicle’s seatbelt without using a booster seat.

Remember:

Use of booster seats is now





the law…

Protect Your Child!
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Why should your child use a booster seat?

· Raises your child up in the vehicle’s seat
· The vehicle’s seatbelts can hold your child the way they are supposed to be held in a vehicle
· A properly installed booster seat, using both the shoulder and lap belts, can help save your child’s life in a crash
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Who should use a booster seat?

· Children ages 4, 5, and 6
or older   or

· Those weighing more than 40 pounds and taller than 40 inches
What are the types of booster seats?

· High-back booster seats
-gives head and neck support in vehicle’s with low seat backs




· No-back booster seats
-use if child’s ear is below the top of the seat back or the vehicle has a headrest




When buying a booster seat…

Be sure the booster seat has a label that:
· Says it meets federal standards
· Gives the date of manufacture and model number
How should the booster seat be installed?

· Follow all instructions that come with the car seat and your vehicle’s manual carefully
· Place the booster seat in the vehicle’s back seat (The back seat is the safest place for all children 12 and under.)
How should your child fit in the booster seat?

· Remember to always use both the shoulder and lap belts
· Place shoulder strap over the shoulder and snug across the chest
· Place the lap belt low and tight across the hips, NOT over stomach
· Make sure the shoulder strap is never across the neck, face, or arm

                           

As of March 27, 2005: 


New York State requires that





All children ages 4 (when greater then 40 pounds), 5, and 6 must be restrained in booster seats while riding in motor vehicles.


All booster seats must be used with the vehicle’s shoulder and lap belt.


Violators are subject to fines.





For more information on booster seats, please contact:





Nassau County Traffic Safety Board





516-571-5032


www.safeny.com








