Influenza Vaccine Update: 2010-11
Committee on Infectious Diseases of the American Academy of Pediatrics, District II, Chapter 2, New York State
With seasonal influenza vaccine becoming available shortly, and confusion regarding the number of doses of flu vaccine that children will require this coming season, the Committee is issuing a summary of the new recommendations for this coming flu season (2010-11).

· Everyone 6 months and older, should receive influenza vaccine.

· Influenza vaccine(s) should be given as soon as they are available, to minimize missed opportunities – especially as pediatricians see children for their school and college physicals.  Influenza vaccination coverage in all groups recommended for vaccination remains suboptimal, especially among children at increased risk for influenza complications. Only 15% of vaccines are given after November.  You should not wait until October to begin your annual influenza vaccines if you have received flu vaccine.
· Unless a child 6 mo – 8 years old (up to the 9th birthday) has received at least one documented H1N1 vaccine, they should received two influenza vaccines this season.  This supersedes any previous seasonal flu vaccine recommendations.  The minimum time between doses is 4 weeks.
· A child 6 mo – 8 years old (up to the 9th birthday) will only need one influenza vaccine this season, if they received two documented seasonal influenza vaccines during the same flu season anytime previously (including 2009-10), and received at least one documented H1N1 vaccine.
· Unless a child older than 6 months has a laboratory confirmed diagnosis of H1N1, (i.e. RT-PCR, viral culture), they would not be considered immune to H1N1, and will require one or two influenza vaccines this season, based on their age and whether they received any previous H1N1 and/or seasonal influenza vaccine (as described above).  Rapid antigen tests and clinical presentation are not considered confirmatory evidence of H1N1 infection, because of the documented poor sensitivity and specificity of these methods. 
· There is no known harm in providing 2 doses of 2010 - 11 seasonal influenza vaccine to a child who has been infected previously with the H1N1 virus.
· A second dose is not necessary for children being vaccinated for the first time who were aged 8 years at the time of the first dose but who are seen again after they have reached age 9 years.
· LAIV (live attenuated influenza vaccine) can be given to healthy children 2 years – 18 years old.  It should not be given to:

· children aged <2 years, because of an increased risk for hospitalization and wheezing observed in clinical trials

· children aged 2 years to 4 years whose parent/caregiver or medical record reports asthma or a wheezing episode during the preceding 12 months 

· children with asthma

· children who have chronic pulmonary, cardiovascular (except isolated hypertension), renal, hepatic, hematologic, metabolic, or neurologic/neuromuscular disorders
· immunosuppressed children (including primary, or secondary to medications)
· children or adolescents receiving aspirin or other salicylates 

· pregnant women.
The CDC with the American Academy of Pediatrics, Committee on Infectious Diseases has developed the decision tree below to help healthcare providers determine the number of 2010 - 2011 seasonal influenza vaccine doses recommended for children.
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The current full recommendations are available at:

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr59e0729a1.htm?s_cid=rr59e0729a1_w ;  downloadable version at http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/rr/rr59e0729.pdf  
Number of 2010 - 2011 seasonal influenza vaccine doses recommended for children.
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