YOUR ACTION IS NEEDED NOW!

STOP A 20% INCREASE ON MEDICAL LIABILITY PREMIUMS

We need to go to Albany March 3rd 
The trial lawyers are working to end the statute of limitations for all practical purposes. This Legislation needs to be stopped immediately! It is imperative that we send a message to the Albany Leadership that they must prevent passage of any measures that will raise liability rates. We must act NOW! The following are other trial bar initiatives already in progress:
· Legislation to create a “date of discovery” rule for the statute of limitations 



(S.1729, Schneiderman, A.4627, Weinstein); 
· Legislation to expand “wrongful death” damages (S.2136, Kruger/A.2872 Weinstein);
· Legislation to eliminate the limitations on attorney contingency fees (S.2040, DeFrancisco);
· Legislation to expand possible damages against a non-settling defendant when another defendant settles (A.2579, Weinstein);
· Legislation that would prohibit a physician’s attorney from speaking with a treating physician    outside the formal discovery process (A.1254, Lancman/S.1514, DeFrancisco).
“If there is any reason to get on the bus, this is it. The threat is clear and imminent. A 20% increase in liability rates can be directly attributed to S.1729 if it becomes law. 
Every physician in the state must go to Albany on March 3rd”!
The NYS Senate Codes Committee voted to report Senate Bill 1729 which would amend NYS Civil Practice Laws and Rules as follows:
 Section 1 of the bill changes the current 2 ½ year statute of limitations on medical malpractice cases, which currently runs from the date of the alleged malpractice, to instead run from the date of the discovery of the alleged malpractice; and

Section 2 of the bill revives those actions which would have been time barred or dismissed under the present statute of limitations for a period of one-year after the enactment of this legislation.

 

We must now mount a huge collective effort to oppose the further approval of bill S.1729 by the full NYS Senate and NYS Assembly.  Clearly, this is an opportunity to educate our elected representatives and all physicians must act now.

 

Please help us oppose S.1729 by doing the following:

 

Come to Albany on Tuesday, March 3, 2009 to lobby with us against this bill.  Fill out the form below and return it to The Suffolk County Medical Society to sign-up for the bus trip. Your Legislators must see you and hear from you on March 3rd in order to understand how important this issue is to you.

 

1. Contact your NYS Legislators to let them know that you oppose S.1729. 

 

2. Make an appointment with your Legislator for THIS WEEK when they will be in their home districts.

Organized medicine has a huge battle in front of us. Your participation in the opposition campaign has never been more critical!
Michael Rosenberg MD


Steven Perlmutter, MD
MSSNY President



SCMS President

FILL OUT THE FORM BELOW AND FAX BACK TO THE SCMS :631 851 1212 ASAP
I,_________________________________ MD/DO practicing at _______________________________
                 (PRINT NAME CLEARLY)





(HOSPITAL AFFILIATION)

Hospital, would like to attend State Legislative Day in Albany on Tuesday, March 3, 2009.   I understand that bus transportation will be provided at various locations throughout the county.








PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

 

Name:________________________________________ Specialty: _____________________________
 

Email:___________________________________________ Telephone #: ________________________

 

Fax #: ________________________________ Preferred method of contact: ____________________
 

Total # of people attending:__________ Hospital Preference for Departure______________________
